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UNITED  STATES  DSPAKTMHNT  OF  AGRICULTURE  ;      t«  ■ 
RESETTLEMENT  ADMIKISTPA.TION 
Land  Utilization  Division 
Land  Use  Planning  Section 

BULLETIN  OF  FEDERAL  AND  STATE  LEGISIATION  AFFECTING  lAW  USE 


No.  16 


Week  Endinr,  April  22,  1937 

(Primarily  for  the  infomation  of  Land  Use  Planning  personnel 
of  the  Resettler.ient  Administration  and  collaborating  offices 
and  agencies.) 


I,       FEERAL  LEGISLATION 


FORESTRY 

S.  1504,     Mr.  Norris 

To  authorize  cooperation  in  the  development  of  farm  forestry  in  the 
states  and  territories.     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized, 
in  cooperation  with,  land-grant  colleges  and  universities  and  state 
forestry  agencies  or    without  such  cooperation,  to  produce  and  distribute 
forest  trees  and  shrubs  and  to  giv«  advice  to  farmers  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  managem.ei't  of  farm  forests;  and  may  enter  into  cooperative 
agreements  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  farm  and  forest 
land  tree  and  shrub  plantings.     The  sum  of  ^ii5,000,000  is  appropriated 
for  these  purposes. 

Reported  back  by  Commxittee  on  Forestry,  April  9, 
S,  B.  2130,     Mr.  McNary 

To  amend  Act  of  June  7,  1924  (43  Stats,  653)  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  to  cooperate  with  the  States  and  Territories  and  other 
agencies  to  determine  and  recommend  for  each  forest  region  of  the 
United  States  methods  of  preventing  and  combating  forest  fires,  forest 
insects,  tree  diseases,  and  preventing  and  controlling  floods,  irregular 
water  flow  and  erosion.    Where  state  plans  are  satisfactory,  the 
Federal  Government  will  vj-atch  funds  for  these  purposes.     The  Secretary 
may  also  study  the  effects  of  various  forms  of  taxation  on  forest  per- 
petuation.    For  preventing  and  suppressing  forest  fires,  1^*000,000  is 
appropriated,  for  investigating  taxo.tion  and  its  effect  on  forest 
development,  §100, 000;  and  for  preventing  ecad.  combating  forest  tree 
diseases  and  insects,  $1,000,000,     Siach  amounts  as  may  be  necessary 
are  also  appropriated  to  cooperate  v/ith  ovmers  of  forest  lands  or 
others  in  the  mar^agement  of  forest  lands. 
To  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  April  15, 

PUBLIC  UISS 

S.  E.  2172.    ¥.r.  Bone 

To  prc-vont  speculation  in  lands  in  the  Columbia  Basin  which  will  be 
irrigated  through  the  Grand  Coulee  Dam  project.     No  dain  project  funds 
are  to  be  spent  on  irrigation  and  redamation  until  a  number  of  con- 
ditions have  been  complied  v/ith.     Privately  owned  lands,  including 
county  and  certain  state  lands  to  be  irrigated  shall  be  first  appraised 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  prescribes,  but  without  reference  to 
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the  proposed  irrigation  works.     A  contract  must  be  made  with  state- 
organized  irrigation  districts  providing  for  payment  by  the  district 
to  the  United' States  of  that  part  of  the  cost  of  the  project  chargeable 
to  irrigation,  and  the  contract  must  provide  that  in  general  lands  held 
by  one  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  water  as  to  that  part  in 
excess  of  40  acres  o.nd  that  no  waiter  will  be  furnished  until  he  agrees 
.to  sell  t?io  eycess  on  terms  end  conditions  satisfactory  to  the  Secre- 
tary, who  may  require  aii  irrevocable  power  of  attorney  to  sell  such 
excess  as  a  condition  precedent  to  furnishing  water,    Wliere  any  land 
is  sold  at  more  tlian  the  a.ppraised  value  plus  improvements  and  irriga- 
tion costs,  the  United  States  is  entitled  from  50  to  100  percent  of 
tho    excess,  depending  on  the  length  of  time  elapsing  between  making 
the  sale  and  pa;va7ient,     Tho  State  must  have  consented  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  7/here  they  are  witliin  the  jurisdiction  or  apply  to  State 
lands.     The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  spend  |350,000  of  project  funds 
for  the  survey  and  appraisal  of  irrigable  lands  of  the  project  and  for 
surveys  and  plans  for  irrigrticn  ivorkso 
To  Committee  on  Irrigaglon  and  Reclamation^  April  15« 


II.     STATE  LE3ISLATI0N 


(includes  only  outstanding  proposals 
likuly  to  be  of  interest  to  Legisla- 
tures other  than  the  one  in  which  the 
bill  is  introduced.) 


DPAINAGS,  IFvFJGATION  A^ID  FLOOD  CONTROL 
Indiana.     S.  B.  282 

To  appropriate  one  million  dollars  for  loans  to  municipalities  damaged 
by  flood. 

Approved  Farch  11,  Lav;s  1937,  Chapter  228. 
Maine.     S.  B,  456  " 

To  direct  the  public  utilities  coriimission  to  investigate  the  problem 
of  stream  pollution  in  tho  rivers  of  the  state. 
Approved  April  9,  Resolves  1957,  Chapter  58 <> 

GOVERNMENT  ORGANIZATION 

Indiana,     S,  B,  287,    Mr,  Weiss. 

To  prohibit  any  works  or  activities  for  flood  control  unless  the  plans 
therefor  are  approved  by  the  Depaitment  of  Conservation, 
Approved  March  11, 
Montana,     S.  B.  124.     Committee  on  Ne\Y  Counties  and  Divisions „ 

To  djfine  a  procedure  for  abandoning  and  abolishing  of  any  organized 
county.     Upon  petition  an  election  may  be  held  in  the  county  to  be 
abolished  and  in  the  adjoining  counties  to  which  the  territory  of  the 
abandoned  county  may  be  added.     Prevision  is  made,  upon  a  favorable 
vote,  for  transferring  property,  money,  rights,  claims,  etc,  to  the 
adjoining  counties. 

Approved  Ivlarch  15,  Laws  1937,  Chapter  105. 
Ohio^     h.  B.  482,     Mr,  RogersT" 

To  create  a  department  of  natural  resources  headed  by  a  board  of  eight 
members  and  administered  under  a  director  of  natural  resources.  Eight 
divisions  are  osta,blished  in  the  department:  administrative,  planning 
and  coordination,  forestry,  state  parks,  fish  and  game,  land  resources, 
water  resources,  mineral  resources.  These  are  in  turn  subdivided  into 
bureaus  and  the  duties  of  each  division  and  bureau  are  set  out. 
Introduced  February  11. 


INTERSTATE  COI.'IPACTS 

Oregon.     S.  B,  284,     Messrs,  Angell  and  Barnes, 

To  establish  a  Commission  to  facilitate  the  cooperation  of  Oregon  with 
other  units  of  government. 
Approved  March  8, 

Pennsylvania.     S,  B,  894,    Mr.  Thompson, 

To  ratify  compact  with  Ohio  relative  to  the  development,  use,  control 
and  protection  of  Pymatuning  Lake  and  the  state  owned  lands  surrounding 
it  for  fishing,  hunting,  recreational  and  park  purposes. 
Committee  on  Forests  and  Waters,  April  7, 

Vermont,     H,  B,  385,    Committee  on  Conservation  and  Development. 

To  provide  for  cooperation  hy  the  stotes  with  the  Connecticut  River 
Valley  Flood  Control  Commission  in  the  acquisition  of  lands,  easements 
and  rights  of  way  essential  for  flood  control  purposes,  and  to  enable 
the  state  to  comply  with  the  pro^/isions  of  the  compact  entered  into  by 
it  with  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Ne^v  Hampshire, 
Introduced  April  7, 

Wisconsin-c    A.,  B,  691  „     Committee  on  State  Affair s^ 

To  creo.te  a  commission  or  interstate  cooperation  consisting  cf  three 
senators  and  three  assemblymen  v:ith  the  governor  a  non-voting  member  to 
facilitate  interstate  cooperation, 
Corami':tee  on  State  Affairs,  April  7. 

LAND  USE 

Indiana      S,  3,,  300.     Mr.  Hemmer, 

To  cr--^;:.te  soil  conservation  districts  to  corGorvo  soil  resources.  This 
law  is  similar  to  the  standard  act  of  the  L'opar':aent  of  Agriculture. 
Appro-.- -■  d  March  11,.  Lojws  1937,  '/'igpter  232. 

Kansas r     H.,  E  ,  "606.     Commi'ctee  c-.:  Agricv.lcure „ 

To  authorize  the  creation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  for  the  purpose 
of  conserving  soil  resoiirces  cjad  preventing  and  controlling  soil 
erosion.     This  bill  is  similar  to  the  Standard  Act  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 
Approved  April  2, 

Montana,     S,  B,  125.    Mr,  Yfeinschrott , 

To  establish  the  Montana  agricultural  conservation  board  of  seven 
members  as  an  agency  of  the  state  to  cooperate  mth  the  Federal  Soil 
Conservation  program  through  the  division  of  the  state  into  six  agri- 
cultural districts.     The  agricultural  conservation  board  is  instructed 
to  prepare  plans  in  conformity  with  the  act  and  when  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  administer  such  plans. 
Approved  March  16,  Laws  1957,  Chapter  134, 

New  Muy'"c;o.     S,  B.  209,     Mr.  RoyalTT 

To  authorize  the  creation  of  soil  conservation  districts  for  the  purpose 
of  engaging  in  soil  conservation  cuad  the  controlling  of  erosion.  This 
bill  is  in  all  substantial  respects  like  the  Standard  Soil  Conservation 
Act  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Approved  March  17,  Laws  1937,  Chapter  219. 

Oregon,     H,  B,  148.    Messrs.  Fatland  and  French, 

To  provide  for  the  organization  of  districts  for  the  control  of  wind 
erosion.     The  Courty  Court  (County  Commissioners)  is  authorized  to 
designate  areas  as  wind  erosion  districts  upon  petition  of  two-thirds 
of  the  land  ovmors  within  the  proposed  district.    ViTithin  30  days  after 
the  district  has  been  designated  by  the  County  Court  notice  shall  be 
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given  to  tlic  fam  operators  within  the  district  of  a  ine  .  ting  to  be  hold 
10  days  hence  for  the  purpose  of  electing  four  directors  as  an  advisory- 
board,     Tlio  functions  of  the  advisory  beard  shall  be  to  rccoiTiiTiend  to 
the  Coi/nty  Court  for  apr^ointinont  a  v;ind  erosion  inspector  and  consult 
with  sucl:  inspector  as  to  the  most  feasible  :nothods  of  effectuating 
wind  erosion  control  in  the  district.     The  board  shall  act  as  a  Board 
of  Appeal  when  disputes  arise  between  the  inspector  an.d  the  occupant 
of  the  land  relative  to  the  enforceim.-nt  of  the  Act,     The  inspector 
appointed  by  the  County  Court  shall  determine  when  serious  wind  erosion 
conditions  prevail,  serve  notice  on  ov/ners  or  occupants  to  correct  such 
ccnditioris  and,  v/hen  necessary,  control  or  supervise  measures  for  the 
control  of  v;ind  erosion,  when  the  o'vvncrs  or  occupants  fail  to  take 
necessary  measures.     The  County  Court  is  authorized  to  levy  a  tax  to 
create  a  fund  for  the  control  of  wind  erosion  on  county/  land  within  wind 
erosion  districts. 

Approved  February  26,  Lavj-s  1937,  Chapter  131, 
Vermont.    H,  B.  327, 

To  participate  in  the  "policy  of  cooperating  with  the  gcvernings  and 
agencies  of  other  states  and  of  the  Ui.ited  Sto.tes  in  carrying  out  the 
policy  and  purposes  specified  in  section  7(a)  of  the  .  ,   ,  Soil  Con- 
servation and  bomcstic  Allotm.ent  Act",  and  to  designate  the  University 
of  Vennont  and  State  Agricultural  College  as  tl'ie  agency  to  formulate  and 
adrrdnister  state  plans  pursuant  thereto. 
Approved  April  7,  Lavj-s  1957,  Chapter  268. 

YiTisconsin,    A,  B.  703,     Co::iiaittee  on  Agriculture, 

Tc  authorize  the  creation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  to  conserve 
soil  resources.     This  bill  is  modeled  after  the  Standard  Act  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
Com„mitteo  on  Finor'ce,  April  9, 

Wisconsin,    A,  3,  781,    Mr.  Peterson, 

To  extend  tlie  forest  crop  lav/  to  villages, 
Comndttec  on  Conservation,  April  12, 

Indiana,     E,  J.  Ees,  3,     Hr,  Et:iig, 

To  direct  the  State  Planning  Board  to  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Act  for 
the  establishment  of  zones  or  set-back  lines  along  highivays  to  legis- 
lature in  1939,     The  Higlrvvay  Commission  is  directed  to  furnish  the 
necessary  sui-^eying  parties  fo:^   deterrrdning  the  location  of  lines  and 
preparation  of  maps. 

Approved  March  8,  Laws  1957,  Chapter  321. 
Maine,     S,  3.  472,  ' 

To  amend  the  zoning  enabling  act  for  cities,  tev/ns,  and  villages  (R,  S. 
Ch,  5,  Sec,  137)  to  provide  for  planning  and  the  creation  of  planning 
Boards, 

A ppr o V e d  Ap ri 1  8 ,  public  Laws  1937,  Chapter  127, 
PuP-nsyTArania,     S,  E.  87lT    MFr^roc™  ' 

To  enable  counties  of  the  secorid,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh 
and  eighth  class  to  adopt  zoning  ordinances,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating, 
outside  the  limits  of  incorporated  municipalities,  thio  lieight,  etc,  of 
buildings  and  other  structures.     The  uses  uf  buildings  for  trade,  in- 
dustry, residence,   etc.,  and  the  use  of  land  for  trade,  industry,  resi- 
dence, recreation,  agriculture,  v/ater  supply  conservation,  soil  conserva- 
tion, forestry  or  other  purposes.     Of  particular  interest  is  t?ie  provi- 
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sion  that  the  State  Plarning  Board  is  given  the  power  of  connenting  on 
the  roconniendations  of  the  County  Zoning  Ccmnission  before  they  arc 
submitted  to  the  Bon.rd  of  County  Commissioners,  and  the  provision  that 
the  Board  of  County  CoTnnis  sioners  nay  devise  formulae  for  conpulsory 
liquidation  cf  non-conf orning  uses, 
Coimrdttee  on  Municipal  Govomnent,  April  7, 
Pennsyl\-ania,     S.  B.  872.    Mr.  Eroc, 

To  OQend  the  laws  relating  to  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  class  counties,  relating  to  county  planning  con- 
laissions.     To  provide  tliat  county  planning  coranissions  nay  be  given  the 
duty  of  serving  as  county  zoning  comnissions  under  any  county  zoning 
statute  xvhich  may  be  enactedj  that  these  commissions  shall  encourage 
cooperation  and  coordination  in  planiiing  activities  within  their  re- 
spective counties]  that  every  plat  should  be  subi.iitted  for  the  c  cmment 
of  the  county  planning  commission  before  final  approval  by  any  city, 
borough,  town  or  townshipo     Provides  for  the  creation  of  Regional 
Planning  Coira-ais sions  to  make  "i.xxster  plans  for  regional  development. 
Provides  that  the  governing  body  of  any  political  subdivision  might 
delegate  to  the  regional  planning  c oi/jiii s s i on  all  powers  and  duties  of 
its  own  pla?ining  commission, 
Coimnittee  on  Municipal  Govemm.ont,  April  7, 

PUBLIC  FIIIAKCS 

Florida,     S,JoRes,  141,    Mr,  Kanner, 

ProposiTig  a     constitutional  amendment  (Arb„  IX,  aec,  2),  to  require 
the  legislature  to  provide  for  raising  revor_ue  +m  defray  state  appropria~ 
tions  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  uniforra  systci.'  cf  public  free  schools, 
Com:nittoe  on  Ccns  titutional  A:.-ondr.ents ,  April  12^ 
Wisconsin.    A.  E,  727.    Mr.  Daugs. 

To  create  an  interim  cora.iittee,  com.T)osed  of  three  assemblymen,  throe 
senators  and  three  gubernatorial  appcinte^^s  to  study  the  data  compiled 
by  WPA  project  relative  to  finances  cf  local  governments  for  the  parti- 
cular purpose  of  reporting  to  the  legislatxjre  on  the  situation  with  re- 
spect to  sources  of  taxation,  assessments,  delinquencies,  the  relative 
abilities  of  all  local  units  to  carry  their  ovffi  expenditure  burdens, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  sounder  basis  for  planning  future  developments. 
An  appropriation  of  $2,500  is  provided  to  finance  the  work  of  this 
committee. 

Committee  on  Finance,  April  9, 

PUBLIC  LAI'DS  AND  FORESTS 

Colorado.    H,  B,  472,    Mr.  liolfnagels. 

To  permit  the  Sta  .e  Board  of  Land  Comrds sioners  to  sell  timber  from 
State  lands  and  to  promulgate  rules  governirig  its  cutting,  n.nd  preventing 
fires. 

Approved  April  8, 

Oklahom.a,     S,  B.  207.    Messrs.  Church,  Hearne  and  Korschach  of  the  Senate 

Messrs,  Worthington,  Speck,  Thomas,  Hammond  and 
O'Doll  of  the  House, 
To  create  a  State  Park  Commission,  the  office  of  Director  of  State 
Parks,  to  provide  for  state  park  employees.     State  Park  Commission  to 
have  adrdnistrative  control  over  all  State  Parks  and  .lands  ovmed  by 
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tho  State  for  recreational  purposes  now  created  or  hereafter  designated 
or  created,  and  various  other  powers  and  duties,  such  as  accepting 
gifts  and  cooperating  with  the  federal  gove rmnent ,     To  set  up  a  re- 
volving fund  in  the  State  Treasury  to  be  known  as  the  State  Parks  fund; 
to  define,  provide  penalties  for  certain  mis  dene anors. 
Introduced  February  9, 

Pennsylvania,     H,  B,  743, 

To  provide  for  the  leasing,  through  the  Water  and  Power  Resources  Board, 
of  land  in  the  beds  of  streams,  lakes  or  other  bodies  of  water,  owned, 
by  the  Cor.nnonwcalth,     Leases  'nade  non-transferable  without  Board's 
consent;  and  no  lease,  except  "co  a  municipality,  nay  be  made  for  longer 
than  fifty  years.     Penalty  for  trespass  provided. 
Approved  April  14, 

Rhode  Isrand7^Tr~BT  147.    Mr,  Chaffee, 

To  provide  for  tcminc.ting  the  right  of  tho  Division  of  Forests,  Parks 
and  Parkways  further  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  eminent  djomain,  lands 
for  public  use,  but  '^reserving  the  ri;-hts  and  cbligatii..n  o.lready  accrued. 
Introduced  ^^^arch  23, 


REL'vL  PROPERTY 

Arkansas.     H,  B.  410,    Mr,  Fcaley, 

To  create  housing  authorities  in  cities  and  counties  for  the  con- 
struction of  dwellings  for  families  of  low  income. 
Approved  March  23,  Acts  1957,  Act  296, 
Georgia,     S,  B,  241.    Mr.  Spive'y, 

Providing  for  housing  authorities  in  cities  of  more  than  5,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  counties;  and  for  a  state  housing  authority  board  by  which 
all  projects  must  be  approved  before  being  executed  by  the  local  autho- 
rities.    Tenants  of  housing  projects  may  be  only  persons  of  lovir  income; 
and  no  person  may  become  a  tenant  whose  income  is  in  excess  of  five 
tines  the  rental.     Property  of  tho  housing  autliority  is  declared  to  bo 
public,  used  for  essential  public  and  government  purposes,  and  as  such 
exempt  from  all  taxes  o.nd  assessments  of  city,  county,  state  or  other 
political  subdivision,  although  the  authority  may  agree  to  make  pay- 
ments in  lieu  of  taxes  for  all  services  furrishef''  to  the  benefit  of  a 
housing  project. 

Approved  March  50,  Laws  1937,  Page  621. 

Indiana,     S,  B,  182,    Messrs,  Arnold  and  Gottschalk, 

To  create  housing  authorities  in  cities  and  counties  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  dwelling  accoxunodations  for  persons  of  low  income. 
Approved  March  11,  Lgvys  1957,  Chapter  207, 

Minnesota.     H,  B,  1705"^!    MF.~  Finstuenr' 

Any  person,  fir^  '.,  or  corporation  who  is  a  dealer  in  grain  and  who  in  the 
usual  course  of  business  shall  purchase  grain  \^/hich  has  been  removed  from 
the  land  upon  wliich  it  v/as  grovm  from  any  person  vjho  is  a  tenant  or 
occupant  of  such  land  and  v/ho  sells  such  grain  as  his  own,  shall  take 
title  thereto  free  and  clear  of  all  claiTos  or  liens  held  or  asserted 
against  such  grain  by  any  person  who  is  the  cvmcr  of,  or  who  has  any 
interest  in  or  lien  upon  such  land,  whether  such  claim  arises  out  of  a 
lease,  a  croppin^_;,  or  share  contract,  a  mortgage  or  otherwise. 
Introduced  April  5, 
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Ohio,     S.  B,  16,    Mr.  Morris, 

EiapoxYcring  the  courts  to  restrain  prccocc''ings  to  foreclose  mortgages, 
until  April  1,  1939, 
Approved  April  1, 

TAX/iTION 

California,    H,  B.  12.     Mr.  Martin. 

To  aiuend  the  tax  redcr.ipt ion  laws  to  facilitate  rodenption.  Redemption 
nay  be  mde  of  lards  held  "b    the  state  by  payment  of  the  amount  of 
taxes,  penalties  and  costs  with  interest  at  one  per  cent  a  month  for 
five  years  from  sale  and  one-half  per  cent  thereafter.     In  cases  where 
such  land  is  no  longer  on  the  assess].iont  rolls,  the  subsequent  taxes 
included  in  the  redeiaption  amount  are  based  on  a  valuation  placed  on 
the  land  by  the  assessor  at  the  time  of  redemption,      Waere  the  sale 
has  been  made  to  the  State  before      ly  6,   1937,  the  ovmers  may  redeem 
from  the  State  on  or  before  April  20,  1938  by  p'-ying  the  amount  due 
without  any  other  charges  except  interest  at  seven  per  cent  a  year  from 
July  1,  1936 J  and  when  such  sale  has  been  m^ade  p::ior  to  July  1^  1936, 
redemption  may  be  made  in  ten  annual  installments  if  the  first  payirient 
is  made  by  April  20,  1938,     No  sale  of  unredeemed  land  may  bo  made 
during  1957,  1938,  or  January,  1939;  instead  the   property  is  to  be 
deedec.  to  the  State  at  the  time  set  for  sale. 
As  amended  in  Senate,  April  8, 

Florida.     H.  B,   29.    Mr,  Fahs. 

To  authorize  the  owner  of  land  on  v/hich  the  stato  holds  a  tax  cortifi- 
cate  or  tax  lien  to  relievo  his  land  after  the  n-..r.nal  rcdem.ption  period 
has  expired  by  pc.-ing  the  amou"''t  then  due  in  ten  ^rnnual  installments. 
Payment  of  the  first  ins tallmk^^t  amounts  to  a  rocognition  that  all  the 
to.xes  were  valid;  and  all  proceedings  by  the  state  are  stayed  unless 
there  is  a  default e    An  cvmer  of  a  tax  certificate  may  elect  to  permit 
such  installment  redemption  by  refraining  from  applying  for  a  deed 
after  the  initial  period  of  redemption  Ms  expired. 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Taxation,  April  8, 

Florida,     H.  B.  198.     Mr.  Coogler. 

To  provide  for  the  cancellation  of  state  and  county  tax  liens  held  by 
the  state  on  all  lands'  acquired  by  t].e  United  States  for  reforestation, 
game  or  fish  preserves,  agricultural  demonstration,  recreational  or 
grazing  purposes, 

ComJTiittec  on  Finance  and  Taxation,  April  12. 

Florida,     H.  B.  272,    Mr.  Outi.ian, 

To  prohibit  foreclosuros  of  tax  certificates  now  held  by  the  State 
against  homesteads  until  January  1,  1942, 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Taxation,  April  13, 

Florida.  •  H,  B.  315.     Mr.  Cook. 

To  authorize  the  foreclosure  in  cliancery  of  drainage  taxes  o.nd  assess- 
ments.   Any  number  of  parcels  or' tax  liens  may  be  joined  in  a  single 
suit.     The  decree  directs  a  sale,  which  is  then  confirmed  by  the  court, 
and  a  deed  is  issued  to  the  purchaser  by  the  Special  Master,  Redemption 
m.ay  be  made  only  before  the  foreclosure  sale. 
To  Committee  on  Canals  and  Drainage,  April  14, 

Florida,     H,  B,  340,    Mr,  Raymond, 

To  provide  that  improvements  made  on  homesteads  made  after  the  adoption 
of  the  homestead  tax  exemption  am.endment  shall  be  exempt  fr(;m  taxes 
for  debt  service, 

Cn^n^iittoe  nn  Fimnce  and  Taxation    Aoril  14^ 
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Florida,     S.  3.  109.     Mr.  Murphy, 

Tc  provide  for  the  sale  of  tax  cortificatos  hold  ty  the  State  fcr  nore 
than  tv/c  years.     Such  sale  is  r.ado  to  the  highest  "bidder,  ret;^ardless  of 
the  anount  due,  on  application  by  any  person.     One  year  is  allov/ed  within 
which  the  oivner  nay  red^^en  his  IcJid,     If  there  are  no  bidders  at  the 
sale,  the  e^tpenses  nust  be  borne  by  the  applicant  for  the  sale.  After 
two  years  from  the  effective  date  of  the  Act,  no  action  nay  bo  brought 
by  the  fomer  owner  to  contest  the  title  of  the  State  or  its  grantee, 
Goimlttee  on  Finance  and  Taxation,  April  9, 
Georgia,     H,  B,  26,     Mr,  Lonier, 

Providing  for  sub'atting  to  the  voters  a  constitutional  ar.icndr.ient 
exenpting  honesteads  fron  ad  valoren  taxation,  up  to  the  value  of 
$1,250  to  $2,000. 

Approved  L'iarch  30,  Lar-s  1937,  Page  355. 
Illinois,     H,  B,  627,    Mr,  Sclii\acl:enberg. 

To  revise  the  law  relating  to  the  assessment,  levy  and  collection  of 
taxes. 

Cor.HTiittee  on  Ro'vuuc,  April  7, 
Illinois.     H,  B,  715,     Mr,  Johnson. 

To  pornit  the  payi.iont  of  past  due  taxes  in  ten  annual  installncnts  and 
remitting  penalties,  interest,  and  costs,  except  advertising  costs,  vj-hcn 
installment    payment  is  i.iadc.     The  petition  for  installment  payment 
nust  be  m.adc  by  August  1,  1937  and  the  first  installment  paid  by  October 
15,  1937. 

Com-  ittee  on  Revenue,  April  14, 
Minnesota.     H,  B.  1727,    Mr,  H-gon, 

To  authorize  the  county  attorney  to  bring  action  to  quiet  title  to 
lands  forfeited  fcr  nonpayment  of  taxes  and  to  limit  actions  to  contest 
tax  titles  to  one  year  after  the  dr.te  of  forfeiture.     The  only  defenses 
which  may  bo  asserted  b the  landov;ner  against  the  State  are  that  the 
land  was  exempt,  the  taxes  wure  paid,  the  notice  of  expiration  of  re- 
demption was  served  under  an  unconstitutional  status,  was  not  served 
upon  the  occupant,  or  in  the  case  of  vacant  lands  the  description  of 
lands  did  net  aprear  upon  the  county  auditor's  posted  list. 
Introduced  April  9, 

Oklahoma,     H,  B.  521.     Mr.  Sv/an. 

To  authorize  counties  to  maintain  an  action  to  foreclose  tax  lions  in 
the  sar.e  i-^.anner  as  mortgages  are  foreclosed.     This  is  a  supplemental 
method  of  collecting  delinquent  taxes, 
Comiv.ittee  No.  2  Judiciary,  March  26, 

Oklahoma,     S.  B,  375,     Mr,  Lcwranco, 

To  revise  the  delinquent  real  and  personal  property  tax  lai7s.  Taxes 
are  payable  in  three  installr.ents,  one-half  November  1,  one-quarter 
February  1,  and  one-quarter  May  1;  but  except  v/here  there  is  an  out- 
standing certificate  of  purchase,   all  taxes  fcr  1935  and  prior  years 
are  cancelled.    After  three  weeks'  notice,  land  is  sold  for  delinquent 
taxes  on  the  first  Monday  in  Ncve..iber  to  the  highest  bidder  for  cash; 
but  if  there  is  no  one  willing  to  pay  the  i-anount  due,  the  land  is 
struck  off  tc  the  county  for  that  amount.     If  redemption  is  not  made 
within  two  years,  the  purchaser  or  the  county  receives  a  fee  simple 
title.     Land  struck  off  tc  the  county  is  appraised  and  again  offered 
fcr  sale  tc  the  highest  cash  bidder  but  where  no  bidder  is  willing  to 
pay  the  appraised  value,  there  is  a  reappraisal  before  the  next  such 
anjiual  sale.     Such  appraisals  and  sales  continue  from  year  to  year  as 
long  as  there  is  any  unsold  land.    Actions  challenging  the  validity 
of  a  title  acquired  through  tax  sales  must  be  brought  mthin  one  year 
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of  the  date  of  the  ripening  '"f  the  tax  title. 
Committee  cn  Ju'  iciary,  M-'.rch  23, 
Wisconsin,    A.  B.  735,    Mr,  Tebon. 

To  add  section  74,136  to  the  statutes,  relating  to  the  cor.ipromise  of 
taxes,     Pro^ddes  that  a  comrdttoe  composed  of  the  county  clerk,  the 
county  treasurer,  and  district  attorney,  shall  h^.ve  power  by  majority 
vote  to  co.npronise  taxes  in  cases  of  tax  delinquency^  upon  petition 
of  the  delinquent,  and  after  an  investigation  of  all  the  pertinent  facts 
and  circiAmstances  shall  have  shown  either  the  delinquent's  inability 
to  pay  in  full  or  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest  to  alloxv  a  compro- 
mise.    The  county  to  bear  its  proportionate  loss  resulting  from  such 
comprcmise.     Further  provides  that  if,  after  the  sale  of  any  land  sold 
for  the  non-payment  of  to.xes,  o.  compromise  payj.ient  is  reached,  the 
holder  of  the  tax  certificate  shall  bo  offered  by  the  county  in  return 
for  the  cancellation  of  his  certificate  an  amcimt  equal  to  the  portion 
of  the  sw.i  paid  for  such  certificate  on  tlio  sale,  and  all  subsequent 
charges  thereon  equal  tc  the  amount  of  the  compromised  tax,  with 
interest,  to'/ether  with  the  amount  of  the  tax  paid  in  accordance  v/ith 
the  c  cmp  r  omi  s  e , 

Commdttoe  cn  Taxation,  Api'il  9« 


H.  A,  Hockley 


